NAMEPA OVERVIEW

The North American Marine Environment Protection Association was officially launched in 2007.  In keeping with the mission of MEPAs worldwide, its aim is to increase environmental awareness and motivation of the human element within shipping and land-based industries that have a vested interest in preservation of the marine environment.  Specifically, NAMEPA has the goal of educating the wider public and school communities about the critical importance of the world’s oceans to mankind and the maritime industry’s role and actions to preserve it.  

Through its strategic alliances with port chaplains, industry, and marine interests, NAMEPA reaches seafarers and port communities in most ports in North America.  Additionally, NAMEPA will connect with over 3 million children with the message of protecting the marine environment through an on-line education program.

In the past two years, we have achieved the following:

· Attracted a membership of 60+, including major publicly and privately held companies, plus significant individuals and foundations; developed strategic alliances with over 20 organizations

· Recruited an outstanding Board of Directors, and adopted a strong governance structure as a 501c3.

· Convened a USCG port response simulation and an environmental crimes panel in New York, plus a Harbor of Safe Refuge Exercise in Houston along with HOGANSAC and the USCG.

· In 2008, produced a National Maritime Day seminar on The Environmental Imperative on Capitol Hill in Washington DC, and hosted a World Maritime Day Observance in New York.

· In 2009, produced a National Maritime Day seminar on “Safety and the Seafarer” at the National Press Club in Washington, DC.  NAMEPA is also working in collaboration with the USCG to produce the 2009 World Maritime Day Parallel Event in New York City.

· Represented NAMEPA at 34 industry events.

· Developed a video and upgraded the website.

· Working with Sea Research Foundation, crafted a children’s distance learning proposal for educating nearly 5 million children on marine environment protection and the maritime industry.  We now need to get this proposal funded. Children are our future.

· Working through the North American Maritime Ministry Association (NAMMA), we have distributed 12,000 copies of the American Club’s poster on environmental crimes to port chaplains for their use to educate seafarers during ship visits.

· Engaged American children in an international drawing contest

· Developed marine debris poster for North American distribution

· Beach clean-up in local areas on September 19th 

· Plastic bag campaign

· Collaboration on Wreck Oil Removal Project

· World Ocean Council representative

2009 World Maritime Day Parallel Event

· October 16th in New York City

· United States Coast Guard host to national and international guests

· 2009 Theme  Climate Change—Responding to a Changing Environment

· Conference, exposition, science fair, reception

NAMEPA is an industry led initiative to “Save the Seas”, and welcomes members who share this mission.  

