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Our First Five Years

by Clay Maitland- Founding Chairman, NAMEPA
When NAMEPA was founded, about five years ago, we stated
our belief that the maritime industry’s “better angels”, as President Lincoln put it, would, through NAMEPA, demonstrate a
higher degree of commitment to cleaner seas.
What was new was that we were specifically North American;
other organizations, such as the World Ocean Council, were not.
We were a coalition; we would not serve as lobbyists, or advocates for a specific commercial or political position; we would
be a catalyst, or facilitator, or interlocutor.
It goes without saying that NAMEPA
was founded in response to the perception that there has been something missing: A need for a new industry voice, one that reaches out to
a broader constituency, that engages
with environmentalists, students, and
regulators, among others. Our trade
associations have not done these
things.
Five years can be, and is, a long time.
It was a time before the great maritime
(and economic) recession; its was a
time before Deepwater Horizon; and
before today’s growing awareness of
the Arctic as a new, and growing field
of action for involvement in the marine environment. All of these will be
up for discussion and examination in
today’s – and the coming months’ – Environmental Intelligence
in Maritime (EIM) seminars.
These seminars have become a particular feature of NAMEPA’s program of work, outreach and education.
Also, today’s programs illustrate NAMEPA’s direct and growing involvement with maritime education. We have with us at
our events students from the Massachusetts, New York, Maine,
Texas A&M, and California Maritime Academies, and the United
States Merchant Marine Academy. At other NAMEPA events we
also host students from the New York, Houston, Philadelphia
and Baltimore Harbor Schools. We are actively engaged with
the education of students for future maritime endeavors.
Again on the subject of education, we have become active in
the promotion of so-called “harbor schools”, including but not
limited to the Baltimore Maritime Industry Academy, and have
been, again, bridge-builders between these emerging “feeders”
of our academies, and therefore, of our industry’s future, and the

state and federal academies themselves.
In February, we sponsored and hosted, together with the SeaLife Center, a very successful roundtable “exploratory discussion”,
in Anchorage Alaska, on the advisability of a maritime institute,
or perhaps academy, in Alaska. The growing prospect of such
an institution, on particularly Alaskan lines, is an exciting one,
and we are pleased that NAMEPA is a part of these discussions,
as we will be in the months ahead.
We are also involved in the Jason Project, a very promising
distance-learning vector that may well
be crucial to our investment in cleaner
seas, lakes and rivers in coming decades.
Our EIM initiative has been crucial
to the building of a special relationship with the U.S. and Canadian Coast
Guards, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and
other regulators.
At this point, I should say a few more
words about Alaska. It may be, as stated on its license plates, “America’s last
frontier”. It is, certainly, America’s maritime frontier. No other American state
“faces the sea” in the way Alaska does.
No other state has such distinct and
unique biospheres – its fisheries, its
pelagic bird life, and the cultural way of
life of its native peoples – all are ocean-specific, dependent and
vulnerable. No other state depends, as Alaska does, on the seas
for its prosperity. This fact will become much more important
to Alaska, and the North America as a whole, in years to come.
One of NAMEPA’s objectives is to promote an ability to predict the environmental problems at sea before they arise; to anticipate and help prevent the Deepwater Horizons of tomorrow.
Our industry needs to do more of this.
Another is to foster a dialogue between the regulators – government – and the private sector (industry). For example, OWS.
For example, port reception facilities. For example, oil spill response. For example, vessels of opportunity and other oil spill
responders; responder immunity and more.
While, as I have said, we aren’t a lobbying group, we are a
spur to constructive dialogue, to cooperation in anticipating,
addressing, and resolving issues relating to the marine environment.

One of NAMEPA’s
objectives is to promote
an ability to predict the
environmental problems
at sea before they arise; to
anticipate and help prevent
the Deepwater Horizons
of tomorrow.

Cont i nued on page 4

Coast Guard, NAMEPA formalize
partnership that promotes marine
environmental protection

Environmental Intelligence in
Maritime Series sets a new standard
of excellence

On January 10th, the U.S. Coast Guard and the North American Marine Environment Protection Association announced
an agreement to co-develop and implement outreach, training and educational materials aimed at reducing maritime pollution.
Under the memorandum of understanding (MOU), signed
during a ceremony at Coast Guard Headquarters, Jan. 10, the
Coast Guard will expand its marine environmental protection
education and outreach program within NAMEPA’s strategic
alliances. Furthermore, the Coast Guard will collaborate with
NAMEPA to develop an el¬ementary school curriculum that
will focus on reducing marine debris.
“NAMEPA is honored to be partnering with the U.S. Coast
Guard and the Coast Guard Auxiliary in our shared goal to ‘Save
our Seas’,” said Carleen Lyden-Kluss, co-founder and executive
director of NAMEPA. “Through this partnership, we will be able
to join forces in promoting the reduction of marine debris, and
help in the education of the public about the risks associated
with careless disposal of litter. It is our hope that this initial effort will be followed by future projects which serve to protect
our marine environment and promote respect and care for it.”
“By partnering with NAMEPA to increase outreach efforts to

The 2012 EIM Seminar Series
has risen the bar on quality
programming. NAMEPA’s “OPA
90—Compliance with Change”
event in Houston, “Greening the Ocean Transportation
System” in San Francisco, and
“Deepwater
Horizon—Two
years later and beyond” in New
Orleans presented the industry’s leaders in these fields to
discerning audiences resulting
in rich dialog and greater un- Senator Mary Landrieu,
derstanding amongst indus- D-Louisiana addressing
try, regulators, environmental delegate body in New Orleans
groups and students.
Please review the remaining year’s schedule and plan to take
advantage of these excellent offerings.

students who will be future stewards the world’s ocean, we
are fulfilling the Coast Guard’s maritime stewardship mission
to protect our valuable marine environ¬ment.” said Vice Adm.
Brian Salerno, the Coast Guard’s Deputy Commandant for Operations.
The MOU has made NAMEPA a member of the Coast Guard’s
Partnership in Education program, which was recognized at
Coast Guard Headquarters.

NAMEPA is recipient of NYK Earth
Week fundraiser

NAMEPA received a donation from NYK Line (North America)
Inc. to assist with the development of our national marine
debris curriculum program for 3rd-5th graders. The money was
raised by a team at the Secaucus, NJ headquarters as part of
their Earth Week awareness efforts. NAMEPA is very grateful to
NYK for their contribution to “Save our Seas”.

World Maritime Day Observance—
September 17th in Banff, Canada

Join NAMEPA and Transport
Canada in Banff for our World
Maritime Day seminar: The Titanic—100 years of lessons learned.
There will be panels on “Preventing The Next Titanic” and “The Arctic: Region of Opportunity”.
The World Maritime Day Observance will be held in conjunction with ICETECH (www.icetech12.org), which is an excellent
event on the issues surrounding shipping and exploration in
the Arctic.

“WRECKS OF
THE WORLD”
Children’s Drawing
Contest winners
Announced
The 2012 Children’s Drawing contest
winners have been selected from a field
of nearly 400 entrants. Recognizing the
centennial of the tragic Titanic loss,
the theme for this year’s contest was
“Wrecks of the World”. Hayley Runt was
the grand prize winner for the K-5 program, and Jamia Mei Tolentino won the
6-12 grade grand prize. The winner’s
submissions may be viewed at https://
picasaweb.google.com/Laura.A.Batt/2
012ArtContestWINNERS?authkey=Gv1
sRgCIDPjMDUzNaWrgE#. NAMEPA, Sea
Research Foundation, The JASON Project and the United States Coast Guard
were sponsors of this year’s contest.
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ABOVE: Jamia Mei Tolentino, grade 6-12 grand prize winner.
BELOW: Hayley Runt, prize winner for the K-5 program.

The Lighthouse,
Chelsea Piers,
New York, NY
CONFERENCE:

Corporate Risk
Management
Greening the Marine
Transportation System
Safety at Sea
The Arctic

Jamia, a native of the Philippines, was
visiting family in Connecticut and received
her prize from Dr. Robert Ballard of JASON,
Katie Cubina of Sea Research Foundation
and Carleen Lyden-Kluss at Mystic
Aquarium.

NAMEPA goes to China. Founding
Chairman Clay Maitland was
a speaker in Shanghai at the
Marintec China conference.

New Marine Debris Bags, new marine debris
posters and brochures

Right where you left it
—FOR YEARS!

ABOUT THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
The U.S. Coast Guard is one of the five armed
forces of the United States and the only
military organization within the Department
of Homeland Security. Since 1790 the Coast
Guard has safeguarded our maritime and environmental interests
around the world. The Coast Guard is an adaptable, responsive
military force of maritime professionals whose broad legal
authorities, capable assets, geographic diversity and expansive
partnerships provide a persistent presence along our rivers,
in the ports, littoral regions and on the high seas. Coast Guard
presence and impact is local, regional, national and international.
These attributes make the Coast Guard a unique instrument
of maritime safety, security and environmental stewardship.
www.uscg.mil

ABOUT THE COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
Established by Congress in 1939 under title 14,
§§ 23 of the U.S. Code, the United States Coast
Guard Auxiliary is Semper Paratus(Always Ready).
The overarching mission of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary is to
contribute to the safety and security of our citizens, ports, and
waterways. We balance our missions of Recreational Boating
Safety and Coast Guard Support with Maritime Homeland Security
and other challenges that emerge as a result of a post-9/11 era.
www.cgaux.org

The United States Coast Guard,
Coast Guard Auxiliary and NAMEPA
urge you to place your trash in
appropriate receptacles.
Each of us plays a role
in keeping our
planet whole.

ABOUT NAMEPA
NAMEPA (North American
Marine Environment Protection
Association) is a maritime
industry-led initiative which operates as a voluntary, non-profit
and nongovernmental organization committed to preserving
the marine environment through educating seafarers, port
communities and students about the need, and strategies, for
protecting this important global resource and engages maritime
businesses, government and the public to “Save our Seas” by
promoting sound environmental practices. www.namepa.net
Printed with the support of the Marine Society of the City of New York
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DI N N ER:
Celebration of NAMEPA’s
5th Anniversary along
with the presentation
of NAMEPA Awards to
Corporation, Individual,
Association, Organization,
School/University.

For sponsorship information,
or to make your table
reservation (both are $2500),
please contact:
Teressa Diaz-Hennessey at
t.diaz-hennessey@namepa.net
or call +203 255 4686.
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Our First Five Years
Continued from page 1

• Starting in 2007, NAMEPA was instrumental in bringing the “parallel event” of World
Maritime Day to the United States in 2009. This involved a three-day program of observances in New York City, including senior officials of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), EPA, NOAA and the United States Coast Guard.
• We have spearheaded the revival of the AMVER awards program in Washington.
• Consider that NAMEPA, under its MOU with the Coast Guard, produced and delivered,
in early 2012, 120,000 marine debris brochures and posters, for distribution by the Coast
Guard Auxiliary.
An MOU with NOAA is possible, in the near future.
These MOUs have been instrumental in advancing the Coast Guard’s, and NOAA’s, partnership agendas in education. We are honored to work side by side with them.
So, to sum up, as NAMEPA approaches its fifth birthday, I think it can be defined, in part, by
what it is not. It is not a consensus-driven trade association. It is not a lobbying group. It is
not driven by the commercial agendas of its members.
It IS a catalyst. An educator, and a partner for industry, governments and scholars.
We are not, and must not become a “mailbox”, self-absorbed echo chamber. And we aren’t
part of the familiar chorus, plaintively singing: “The image of shipping is not what it should
be”.
Fair winds,
Clay Maitland —Founding Chairman

SAVE THE DATES

Mark your calendars now for these 2012 NAMEPA events!
August 8
September 15
September 17
November 14

EIM Senior Leadership Roundtable—Anchorage
International Coastal Cleanup—Everywhere!
American World Maritime Day Observance: Titanic and the Arctic—Banff
NAMEPA Marine Environment Summit, Expo and Awards—New York

It’s never too late to be a NAMEPA Sponsor
We have a variety of sponsorships available for you to cement your commitment To Save
Our Seas. From your logo on our popular marine debris bag, to a sponsored table at our annual Awards dinner, to having a presence at all our events, NAMEPA encourages you to climb
aboard and be a sponsor!!! www.namepa.net/downloads/partnership/sponsor

NAMEPA Needs YOU !
There has never been a better time to participate in a marine environment protection association than now. Please encourage your industry peers to join NAMEPA, and help “Save
our Seas”. This proactive, industry-led initiative demonstrates to all our commitment to preserving our seas for all to enjoy and present our industry in a positive light.
To expand its programs, and ensure its financial stability, NAMEPA is recruiting a qualified
membership consisting of domestic and international companies, Associations/Academies,
and individuals within shipping and the wider land-based industry such as banks, insurance
companies, etc. who share the objectives of NAMEPA to “Save our Seas”. There is an annual
membership fee which is used to support the efforts of NAMEPA. We also offer a complimentary membership to active licensed seafarers.
We need you to help spread the word about joining NAMEPA. Contact Carleen Lyden-Kluss
or Rose Lambert for membership applications.
NAMEPA, 690 Mill Hill Terrace, Southport, CT 06890. Phone: +203-255-4686; Website:
www.namepa.net; Email: contact@namepa.net

